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Appendix to the Ordinance No. 9/2020 of the Dean of the Faculty of Applied Studies of the University of Lower Silesia, located in Wrocław, dated 29.05.2020.
THE RULES AND REGULATIONS OF THE CONTEST
organized within the framework of
ACADEMY OF SKILLS
at the University of Lower Silesia
First Edition
I. Definitions
1. Organizer - the University of Lower Silesia [ULS; orig.: DSW]
2. Contest "Academy of Skills" -  a contest for students of undergraduate and graduate studies at the University of Lower Silesia.
3. The Rules and Regulations - a document setting out the rules of participation in subsequent editions of the Contest organized within  the Academy of Skills.
4. Project - a proposal for a practical problem solution and/or an idea for scientific activity, research and development activity, social activity, artistic activity, etc., described in the submitted Application. 
5. Applicant(s), Participant(s) - persons entitled to submit the Application and participate in the Contest in accordance with point III.1 of the Rules and Regulations.
6. Application - officially submitted document drawn up on the form, which is an integral part of the Contest documentation.
7. Project Leader - Applicant or a person representing the Applicants in case of a group project.
8. Call for Proposals - the process of submission and evaluation of Applications in a given edition of the Contest (each edition has its own budget and schedule), covering the period of announcements of the Contest  and consultations, submission of applications, formal and substantive evaluation, negotiations, until the publication of the list of Applications selected for implementation by the Organizer.
9. Negotiation - the stage of recruitment, including arrangements with the Applicant aimed at establishing the possibility of project implementation, and in the case of a decision to accept the Project for implementation, establishing the principles of cooperation, including the organization of the Project, obligations of each party, deadlines for implementation and rules for settlement of the received co-financing.
II. Aims and Objectives of the Contest
1. The Contest "Academy of Skills" is organized by the University of Lower Silesia.
2. The "Academy of Skills" is a contest for the best initiatives of students at the University of Lower Silesia in accordance with point I, point 2, and point III.
3. The aim of the Contest is to support Participants in the development of interpersonal, social, and professional competences as well as information and communications technology skills (ICT), by enabling them to obtain funding for the following types of initiatives:
3.1 Implementation of an original project of a scientific, research and development, social or artistic nature, practical solutions to the problem, etc.
(related to the field of study);
3.2. Participation in professional training, courses, workshops (related to the field of study, resulting with obtaining a certificate upon the completion);
3.3. Participation in ICT development training, courses, workshops
(related to the field of study, resulting with obtaining a certificate upon the completion).
It is possible to combine the above-mentioned types of initiatives in one Application, assuming that the maximum project value is not exceeded. 
4. The maximum value of the Project submitted by one Applicant (individual Project) is 8 000 PLN gross, and in case of many Applicants (group project), it's 12 000 PLN gross. 
In justified cases, i.e., based on the results of the Contest Committee's assessment, the Organizer allows for the possibility of increasing or decreasing the value of co-financing. 
5. The Organizer assumes that the Applicant can receive funding only once in all editions of the Contest "Academy of Skills," regardless of the type of Project they submitted.
6. In case of a group application, Applicants shall indicate in the Application the Project Leader who represents the group, contacts with the Organizer during the call for proposals, and coordinates the implementation of activities covered by the grant. The contract for the Project implementation is signed with the Organizer individually by each member of the group.
7. The Project implementation timeframe may range from one to six months, but the date of completion of the Project and the date of submission of the report on its implementation cannot be later than the date on which the Applicant loses the status of a student of the University of Lower Silesia. For a group project, this rule applies to all members of the group.
III. Who can participate in the Contest?
1. Applicants/Participants of the Contest may be students of undergraduate and graduate studies at the  University of Lower Silesia, who in the date of Application:
· have all financial obligations to the University settled;
· have passed all courses, with subject to Section III.2 of the Rules and Regulations, in the semesters preceding the call for proposals in the current edition of the Contest;
· have the status of a student at the University of Lower Silesia, and I do not take any dean's, maternity or parental leave, etc.
The Applicant, and in case of a group application, each member of the group, submits a Declaration along with the Application - a template of the Declaration is included in attachments to the Rules and Regulations.
2. If the student fails to complete the courses during the project implementation period, the Organizer reserves the right to withhold financing, refuse to finance the Project and breach the Agreement. Fortuitous events will be considered case by case by the Organizer.
IV. Procedure of Applying
IV.I Submission of Application - Formal Assessment (Stage I)
1. To apply, the correctly filled Application Form available on the website www.dsw.edu.pl should be submitted.
2. Applications should be submitted in accordance with the guidelines specified in the Contest announcement for a given edition of the "Academy of Skills."
3. The formal assessment of proposals submitted is based on four criteria (score 0 - NO or 1 - YES)
	Criterion
	Score

	
	NO - 0 points
	YES - 1 point

	1.
Was the Application submitted within the deadline?
	
	

	2.
Has the Application been filed on an appropriate form and contains all necessary signatures of the Applicant(s)?
	
	

	3.
Does the Application comply with the Contest Rules and Regulations?
	
	

	4.
Is the Application complete (i.e., contains all required elements and attachments, including Project Implementation Schedule, Project Budget)?
	
	


4. A proposal submitted for a substantive assessment must obtain the maximum number of points in the formal evaluation.
5. The formal assessment is made by the Organizer's employee.
6. The Organizer will place on its website a list of applications accepted for substantive verification within seven days from the date of completion of the call for proposals.
7. The Applicant is not entitled to appeal against the results of formal assessment.
IV.II Project Selection - Substantive Verification (Stage II)
1. Applications meeting the formal requirements will be submitted for substantive verification, which will be carried out by the Contest Committee consisting of three experts.
2. The Committee will carry out a substantive verification of the Project based on five criteria. The Applicant may get from 1 to 5 points for each criterion. Projects receiving a minimum of 60% of the maximum score (i.e., a minimum of 15 points) during the substantive verification are considered to be positively evaluated.
2.1. Applicant Potential - the evaluation shall cover the competences, professional and academic experience and achievements, etc. (including grade average from the previous semesters) and Applicant's voluntary work at or outside the University (for individual application) or of each member of the group of Applicants (for group application).
	Calculating Points for the Individual Project
	Calculating Points for the Group Project

	Scale 1-5 points
	Average score obtained by the Applicants from individual assessments on a scale of 1-5 points


2.2. Innovative, highly scientific, research and development, social, artistic, educational, etc.  -  ingenious initiatives, using original working methods and tools, new forms of transferring knowledge, experience, and skills will be preferred.

	Calculating Points for the Project

	Scale 1-5 points


2.3. Use of ICT - preference will be given to the Projects involving the use of modern technologies and research tools.

	Calculating Points for the Project

	Scale 1-5 points


2.4. Dissemination and impact on the social and economic environment - preference will be given to socially useful projects that address the contemporary issues and challenges, solve specific problems, have a practical approach to the subject, and propose activities that disseminate the result of the Project.
	Calculating Points for the Project

	Scale 1-5 points


2.5. Financial and organizational aspects - coherence of the implementation schedule, budget rationality and efficiency, adequacy of the budget to the schedule, possibility of reaching organizational and technical targets of the Project.
	Calculating Points for the Project

	Scale 1-5 points


3. The Applicant(s) may be awarded bonus points ranging from 1 to 5 points for each of the following criteria. A maximum of 15 points in total may be awarded.
3.1. Interdisciplinary nature of the Project - preference will be given to the Projects implemented
in an interdisciplinary team, covering several scientific disciplines, including intergenerational, multicultural, intersectional groups, etc.
	Calculating Points for the Project

	Scale 1-5 points


3.2. Implementation of the Project closely related to the field of study e.g., constituting the base for the Bachelor's or Master's thesis of the Applicant.
	Calculating Points for the Project

	Scale 1-5 points


3.3. Building partnership - additional bonus points will be given to the Projects assuming close cooperation and building relationship between scientists, students, and entrepreneurs.
	Calculating Points for the Project

	Scale 1-5 points


4. The Organizer will publish the results of the substantive verification of the Projects on its website (ranking list) within 30 days from the date of announcement of the results of the formal assessment. Financing
and implementation of the Project will be directed according to the ranking list. The value of the grant will be disclosed in the announcement. The Projects which have not received funding due to the exhaustion of the financial funds can be submitted in the next editions of the Contest.
5. The Applicants that have received a grant and have been directed to implementation will be invited to negotiations, which will aim to refine the substantive issues, schedule of activities, budget, and technical and organizational conditions, including setting final dates for implementation. In case of disagreement on the rules of cooperation, the Organizer reserves the right to withdraw from granting the Project. Withdrawal releases the funds for subsequent Projects from the ranking list, of which the Organizer will notify the Applicants individually. 
6. The Applicants are not entitled to appeal against the results of substantive verification. The Applicant may contact the Contest Committee to access and view the Application Assessment Card.
7.  Failure to obtain funding does not limit the right of Applicant(s) to submit the Application
in the next edition of the Contest.
8. Contest Committee shall be entitled to award a grant of less than the amount requested if it considers that the amounts entered in the budget are inadequate or unnecessary for the proper implementation of the Project.
9. The cooperation at the stage of project implementation between the Applicants and the Organizer shall be governed by an appropriate agreement. Failure to sign the Agreement by the Applicant within the specified deadline will result in withdrawal from the implementation. In such a case, the next Applicant from the ranking list will be invited to implement the Project.
V. Final provisions
1. If necessary, particularly in case of any obstacles due to reasons beyond its control, the Organizer reserves the right to change the provisions of the Rules and Regulations, including the deadline for the Contest. At the same time, the Organizer will notify the Participants in advance of any changes made. It will be done through an announcement on the website.
2. Any amendments to these Rules and Regulations shall be made in writing.
1. The attachments to the Rules and Regulations:
2. Att. No I – Application Form with Attachments (1a, 1b, 1c)
3. Att. No II – Framework Agreement
4. Att. No III - Report Form
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